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JUDICIARY CHAIRMEN WILL NOT SEEK VOTE ON MARRIAGE EQUALITY, BUT ARE ENCOURAGED BY INCREASING PUBLIC SUPPORT
Judiciary Committee co-chairmen State Senator Andrew McDonald (D-Stamford) and State Representative Mike Lawlor (D-East Haven) today announced that they will not ask legislative leadership for a floor vote this session on the marriage equality bill currently pending before the legislature.  The lawmakers said that several vote counts of legislators show the results to be encouragingly close, however many lawmakers have requested more time before voting for the bill.

“The number of legislators backing this proposal has more than doubled in just the past two years since this bill was last introduced,” Sen. McDonald said.  “Support towards marriage equality is growing.  We achieved an incredible benchmark this year by passing the bill out of committee – a step that many believed we would not be able to accomplish.”
Connecticut became only the second state to have a legislative body vote in favor of same-sex marriage when the Judiciary Committee endorsed the proposal with a bipartisan vote of 27-15.  The chairmen acknowledged that they were not anticipating the large amount of support for the bill that it had ended up receiving in the committee.

“I thought passing the bill out of committee was a possibility.  However, following the public hearing, at least five more committee members changed their minds and decided to vote for the bill,” Rep. Lawlor stated.

Lawlor said that numerous colleagues on both sides of the aisle had privately approached him and said that while they are in favor of same-sex marriage personally, they are hesitant at this time to publicly announce their support for the bill.  In due time, they’ve told him, they will be comfortable voting for it as public opinion continues to shift in that direction.

“A significant number of legislators have told us that they are currently in favor of same-sex marriage personally, but feel the state will be ready for it in another year or two.  With time, these are the people that will create a majority,” Rep. Lawlor said.  “This doesn’t surprise me because we’ve been seeing the same trends happening in the general public, too, with more people gradually coming out in support for same-sex marriage.  When it passes, I hope it is a strong bipartisan vote as was the case with civil unions in 2005.”
A poll conducted last month for the Hartford Courant by the Center for Survey Research and Analysis at the University of Connecticut showed that 49 percent of Connecticut residents favor same-sex marriage, while 46 percent oppose.

“Like most people in Connecticut, I think the governor has demonstrated an increased willingness to be open-minded and she understands that peoples’ views are changing rapidly on the topic,” Sen. McDonald said.  Noting that Comptroller Nancy Wyman, Treasurer Denise Nappier, Secretary of State Susan Bysiewicz, Stamford Mayor Dannel Malloy, Hartford Mayor Eddie Perez, and New Haven Mayor John DeStefano all submitted testimony on behalf of the marriage equality bill, Sen. McDonald stated, “An increasing number of elected officials will support marriage equality as time progresses.  The trend is undoubtedly moving in that direction.”
State Senator Mary Ann Handley (D-Manchester) voted against civil unions in committee in 2005 because she believed the concept of separate but equal was wrong and wanted to hold out for full marriage rights.  “I’ve long believed that gay and lesbian couples should have the same rights to marriage that heterosexual couples have and should not be treated differently by the government.  I’m very encouraged that we have come closer this year to achieving this,” she said.  “Full equality is definitely in reach.”

After voting for the bill in committee this year and receiving a lot of public attention herself on the issue, State Representative Beth Bye (D-West Hartford) said the large majority of feedback she received has been positive.  “The support shown has been immense,” she said.  “I’ve received numerous e-mails and phone calls of encouragement from my constituents, and even words of support from other legislators who actually oppose the legislation.  It’s clear to me that opinions are moving in this direction.”
State Representative Toni Walker (D-New Haven) said that throughout her time at the state capitol, she has seen a growing number of legislators switch their positions into the direction of equal marriage rights for same-sex couples.
“I’ve seen it for myself.  Increasingly, as I sit down and talk with my colleagues, I’ve found that they are changing their views toward the direction of marriage equality,” Rep. Walker said.  “As we move forward I hope that people will keep this in mind and understand that the state cannot discriminate on this issue.”
Civil unions, which the legislature passed and was signed into law in 2005, currently offer all of the same legal benefits as marriage that the state can provide except for the title, which many believe creates a separate but equal status.  The bill pending this year would change the title of “civil unions” to “marriage.”  At the time, Connecticut became the first state in the nation to pass either a civil union or same-sex marriage bill without a court order.
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