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June 4, 2007

Senator DeLca pled guilty to a state misdemeanor charge of conspiracy to threaten and agreed to a six month suspended sentence and will pay a $2,000 fine and to make a charitable contribution to the University of Connecticut. The misdemeanor charge and plea agreement concludes the state and federal investigations regarding this incident. The misdemeanor charge resulted from a conversation Senator DeLuca had with James Galante of Danbury regarding a domestic abuse situation involving Senator DeLuca’s family member. 

“After discussions with law enforcement authorities, I agreed to plead guilty to a misdemeanor in order to remedy my mistakes, accept responsibility for my decisions and put this matter behind my family and me. I agreed to this resolution because the resolution fairly reflects the misguided actions that I took in protecting a family member. I must accept the legal consequences of my actions.” 

Frustrated and concerned that the police could not help and that his relative was in serious, physical danger, Senator DeLuca discussed the situation with James Galante of Danbury, who he knows through their mutual involvement in various community and civic affairs. Mr. Galante agreed to have someone meet with the individual who was abusing Senator DeLuca’s relative. That meeting never took place. More than a year after the Senator and Mr. Galante discussed the domestic abuse situation, Mr. Galante was indicted by the federal government. 
Senator DeLuca said he is sorry for his actions in dealing with his family’s situation and believes he should be held accountable for the way he tried to protect his family member. Senator DeLuca recognized that the manner in which he handled this situation after being told by the police that they could not help was unacceptable. “It was a terrible decision to seek Mr. Galante’s involvement in my personal matter—a decision I regretted before law enforcement were ever involved. I am embarrassed by my actions. I have learned from my mistake. Because the federal government has told my counsel that I might be called as a witness to testify about my conversation with Mr. Galante regarding this domestic abuse situation, my counsel has advised me not to discuss the matter further,” said Senator DeLuca. 
