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Working Families’ Executive Director Jon Green released the following statement today about Rep. Shays’ healthcare proposal:

While we are thrilled each time a new voice is added to the growing consensus calling for action on the healthcare crisis affecting families across the nation, we are disappointed to report that Representative Shays’ statement today seems to be all talk, and no action.

Hard working families in the 4th Congressional district and around the country have known for years that healthcare costs are going up for most people at a frightening pace. The number of people without health coverage in the US is fast approaching 50 million, with 400,000 in Connecticut alone. And even people who have coverage are finding premiums and deductibles going up. Half of all personal bankruptcies in America stem from medical debt.

Representative Shays has been on the wrong side of healthcare reform for his two decades in the House of Representatives, so this turnaround must be met with some skepticism. The bill Shays is advocating today was introduced in 2004 and in 2005. Where was Rep. Shays then? His party was in the majority and his support for healthcare reform could have meant a lot. But it wasn’t there.

His most substantial contribution to the healthcare debate has been support for Bush’s health savings accounts – a measure that wouldn’t make a difference for most people who already can’t afford coverage, and a giveaway to the hugely profitable insurance industry.

American families need healthcare reform now. But Congressman Shays, who has failed to deliver on this issue for his constituents for twenty years is not making a credible case that he’s turned over a new leaf.

Connecticut Working Families is a coalition of community organizations, labor unions and neighborhood activists who united to fight for a fair economy. Working Families was formed to inject issues like healthcare, affordable housing, and livable wages and labor standards into the public debate, and to hold politicians accountable on those issues.
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