March 14, 2008

Stephen R. Sasala, II

President and Chief Executive Officer

Waterbury Regional Chamber of Commerce

84 Bank Street

P.O. Box 1469

Waterbury, CT 06721

Dear Mr. Sasala,

As leaders of the Government Administration and Elections Committee, which has purview over state contracting and ethical conduct within state government we feel it necessary to inquire over your recent hiring of John Rowland as an economic development advisor for your organization in conjunction with the City of Waterbury. In light of Mr. Rowland’s recent criminal history involving the state, our concerns are three fold; first, will he be interacting with the State government in a lobbying capacity? Secondly, other than the city funds that are funding his salary do both members and non-members of your organization contribute to his salary? Do any of those individuals or companies have contracts or are seeking contracts with the State? In his capacity, will he be lobbying on their behalf? Finally, within your organization or through the city will he have any involvement in the dissemination of public funds?    

Although we certainly agree that the decision to hire Mr. Rowland lies with you and the city we are concerned over his interaction with state officials in light of his recent criminal history. The genesis of this letter comes on the heels of a recent Commerce Committee public hearing in which the City of Waterbury and business representatives requested $40 million of state bonding to redevelop an industrial site, library renovations and a business loan program. 

As legislators, it is our obligation to diligently protect public funds. We’re sure that you would concur. We await your reply. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us.  

Christopher Caruso, 

House Chair, Government, Administration    

& Elections Committee 

Diana Urban,

House Vice-Chair, Government, Administration

& Elections Committee

cc. Mayor Michael J. Jarjura                                                           

