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Text of Statements

Legislation is critical: Supporters of this legislation say that it is critical
because public schools in Connecticut are not required to teach sex education currently,
and many teens are not getting the information they need to protect themselves against

sexually transmitted diseases and pregnancy.

More critical concerns: Opponents of this legislation say we have more critical
concerns with education than funding sex education classes. The state Department of
Education should focus their funds on teacher quality and smaller class sizes, not using
limited funds to put sex education in schools. We have other priorities that must take

precedence at this time.

Should teach abstinence: Opponents of this legislation say that if we really wanted
to address concerns around teens and sex then schools should only be teaching
abstinence, not increasing their desire to have sex by giving them information about
contraceptives. Parents do not want their public school classes turned into preparatory
courses on casual sexual intercourse, with encouragement to use birth control and

experiment with sexual decision-making.
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