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We are deeply disturbed by the Senate’s decision to take up SB 419 the legislation attempting to ban smoking on Sovereign Tribal land.  This is the first attack on Native Sovereignty of its kind in the Nation.
Our request to Connecticut’s elected officials was one of communication.  We asked that we build on our long history of respect, communication and dialogue and address this important public health issue through discussions between the State of Connecticut and the Native American Tribes rather than unnecessary legal confrontation.

Over the past weeks, legislators from Southeastern Connecticut have correctly called for “government to government talks – before any legislative action” pointing out that respect and cooperation is “the most effective and appropriate vehicle for achieving” our common goals.
In addition, Attorney General Richard Blumenthal articulated similar sentiments when he wrote “Given the Tribes’ status as sovereign entities under federal law a preferable course – as a matter of comity and respect – would be that the Tribes and the State come to an agreement…”

And most recently, Governor Rell wrote to legislative leaders asking that they put aside this damaging legislation so that she and the Tribes could move forward on discussions that would promote even greater efforts to protect the public health of patrons and employees at Connecticut’s casinos. 

Respect, communication and dialogue are what we have asked for - Cooperation over confrontation.  
The Mohegan Tribe is deeply concerned that the proposal the Legislature is considering would have a significant and devastating impact on the operation of Mohegan Sun.  We project that it would cause at a minimum 13% reduction in slot revenue as shown in other jurisdictions, which, in turn would reduce revenue to the state by about $30,000,000 (million) and potentially force significant job cuts at Mohegan Sun, leaving 600 to 1,750 Mohegan Sun employees without employment.  These men and women have come to count on the Mohegan Tribe to provide for their families and we consider them part of ours.    
When the impact for both the Mohegan Sun and Foxwoods Resort Casino is calculated, the reduction in state revenue could be more than $60 million and cause 1,200 to 2,500 Connecticut residents to lose their jobs.

We renew our request to Connecticut’s Legislators.  
The Mohegan Tribe is ready and eager to participate in respectful government to government discussions, but we can not and will not participate in any discussions if the Legislature attempts to circumvent our Tribal Compact and threatens the essence of our Tribal sovereignty.  We ask legislators, again, to set this bill aside and allow discussions to move forward.
