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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                 CONTACT: Derek Slap

July 1, 2008                                                        
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Senate Democrats say repeal of gas tax hike – which takes effect today - will help motorists
Senate President Donald E. Williams, Jr. and Majority Leader Martin Looney offer statement on repeal of the increase, and the rehashed GOP plan
“Last month Democrats in the General Assembly worked with Gov. Rell to repeal the increase of the Gross Receipts tax, scheduled to take effect today. This will translate into a savings for motorists of about two to four cents on a gallon of gas. While this certainly won’t reduce prices from their record highs, it will help to contain increases, and that is vital at a time when families are struggling to pay their bills.
The legislative Republicans, all of whom support President Bush and his failed energy agenda, would have you believe the energy crisis is due to Connecticut’s General Assembly – not President Bush, the international market, oil speculators, or the big oil companies enjoying record profits. No one buys what the Republicans are selling.

On the same day that the state comptroller announced a $42 million budget deficit and declining revenue, the legislative Republicans have proposed a budget-busting move that won’t significantly lower gas prices and will put at least $26 million right back into the pocket of the big oil companies. 

We all know gas prices are high and people are hurting, but families want real answers - not false promises and pandering. Rep. Cafero and Senator McKinney must do their homework before their plan can be considered.

As it stands, they have not determined the real fiscal impact of what they’re proposing, have not come up with an honest way to pay for it, can’t ensure that the big oil companies won’t reap all the benefits, and have not convinced their own governor to support it.”

-END-
[image: image2.png]ROOM 3300, LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106

WWW SENATEDEMS . CT.GOV





