October 7, 2009

Editor

New London Day

Dear Editor:
While I may be a bit player in the recent story by Ted Mann that appeared in the New London Day on October 7, 2009, I want to take this opportunity to set some things straight before we all go too far afield.  
As background, I worked with Professor Ken Dautrich of the University of Connecticut to engage state agencies and those outside of state government in a process to shed some light – in a comprehensive fashion – on the workings of government: what’s working and what’s not.

First off, no poll was ever conducted as part of the work Professor Dautrich carried out.  In fact, Professor Dautrich drafted some poll questions but Chief of Staff Lisa Moody told him that we would not be doing a poll.
Second, there was a focus group that was conducted.  It was organized by Professor Dautrich.  Through the Public Policy program at UConn, focus groups are held on a periodic basis on a wide variety of topics.  Participation at the group was determined by UConn and the group that conducts these sessions.  The group was representative of voters throughout the state – 4 unaffiliated, 3 Democrats and 3 Republicans.  The only goal of the group was to get an actual perspective from people that do not spend every waking hour at the Capitol – people living in communities in our state.  We tend to get so isolated and insulated from that perspective by the walls of the Legislative Office Building and the Capitol from time to time.  Frankly, we wanted to hear from others.
It should be pointed out that the focus group cost $2,000 – a very small portion of a very comprehensive $220,000 project to examine and reinvent state government.
Third, the questions asked of the focus group were extremely general.  The questions were developed to guide the conversation.  However, they were not strictly followed.  Much has been made of the reference to our Attorney General – there was no comparison question or point ever raised about Mr. Blumenthal or any other potential candidates.  In fact, the participants were asked to name some of the individuals in government they were familiar with and the traits they valued in these individuals.  Most, if not all, of the participants were very familiar with Mr. Blumenthal and liked his style.
Unfortunately, what is being overlooked with this rush to judgment by individuals who have not even laid eyes on the documents referenced in the article is the work Professor Dautrich actually carried out as part of the agreement with the state.  He spent months interviewing individuals in and out of government and compiling information about all that could be fixed in our state to provide better services and save taxpayers money.  Quite simply – that was the only objective; there are no other motives.  
Professor Dautrich’s work has already saved the state millions of dollars through efforts to reduce the state’s fleet, address telecommunications issues, and enhance bottle deposit provisions.  More of these savings can be found in his report – except no one will take the time to read it since there is not enough intrigue and innuendo throughout to merit a few days worth of blogging.

As for any ethical implications associated with the work of Professor Dautrich – nothing in the work he did for the state constituted an ethics issue  There were no political aspects to the project. No polling conducted.  No comparison of potential candidates.  That might not come across in the story but it is the truth. 
Well, thank you for this opportunity.  I felt the story needs some perspective.  While I have no real issue with the article – Mr. Mann conveyed facts about some aspects of Professor Dautrich’s work – he presented the facts in a disjointed fashion to the point that innuendo and intrigue will and have certainly been sparked by this story.  I was given my opportunity to chat with Ted while he worked on this story.  As you will note, however, I am not actually quoted in the story – didn’t have much sensational to say, I guess.
Sincerely,

Matthew Fritz

Special Assistant to the Governor

